August 14, 2007

Town Board Minutes

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on August 14, 2007 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located on One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI 



Supervisor 


JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilmember



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilmember



JOHN E. SLOAN 



Councilmember

ANN LINDAU



Councilmember

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 


Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO 



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO 


DOTS, Director



KATHLEEN BURLESON 


DES, Director 
JEFFERY TKACS
DES, Homeland Safety & Security Coordinator 

CLAUDIA VAHEY
Human Res. Coordinator

ROSEMARY BOYLE-LASHER
Assistant to the Director of DOTS

RENE BRACKEN 
Acting Deputy Town Clerk
* * * * * * * * * *

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 
* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *
SUPERVIOSR’S PROLAMATIONS and REPROTS
Supervisor Puglisi said that on Saturday September 8, 2007 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. the Town will be hosting the second annual Cortlandt Family Fun Day.  The Town’s Recreation division will be coordinating the Family Fun Day.  This event is going to bigger and better then last year, even though last year was terrific.  This event will be held on Memorial Drive near the Cortlandt train station, police station and the roller hockey rink.  The rain date for Family Fun Day will be Sunday September 9, 2007 from 12 noon to 4 p.m.  If any one would like to volunteer please call the Recreation Department or the Supervisor’s Office.

Supervisor Puglisi went on to say that the Town’s new water storage tank located at Jacob’s Hill has been completed.  The cost of this water storage tank was $1.2 million and holds a little bit over one million gallons of water, this is an extra half days worth of storage water, which gives the Town a total of about two days of storage water.  
Supervisor Puglisi said that some of the other things that the Town has been working on are located in the Hamlet of Verplanck.  The Town Board received grants and construction is underway for the Boardway Streetscape.  This project is coming along with beautiful street lamps and intersection improvement.  The sidewalk project is underway on Kings Ferry Road in Montrose and should be done in three to four weeks.  
SUPERVIOSR’S PROLAMATIONS and REPROTS, continued
Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town Board will be looking at the designs for the new Youth Center.  A few months after the designs are looked at the Town Board will be awarding a bid for the construction of the Youth Center.  This will also be located on Memorial Drive.  The building will be about 12,000 square feet and will be wonderful for the youth of our community.
Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town has just received notification from Congressman John Hall, Senator Chuck Schumer and Senator Hillary Clinton that $1.7 million has been given to the Town of Cortlandt.  This money is for the Town’s plans for Route 6 to make the road more attractive and safer.  This section of Route 6 is being called Cortlandt Boulevard.  
Supervisor Puglisi said that everyone on the Town Board has been working on the F.D.R. V.A. Facility for many years.  Councilmember Cerreto and Farrell as well as the Supervisor have attended meetings on this subject.  The Town Board’s number one priority is to keep services at this facility for all veterans.  The V.A. in Washington D.C. would like to downsize this facility in Montrose.  The Town has a plan and would like to partner with the V.A. to help their budget and to also bring amenities to the community.  Recently the Supervisor and Councilmember Farrell met with the County Executive Andy Spano.  The Town and the County have collective goals to assist the veterans.  

Supervisor Puglisi said that on tonight’s agenda the Town Board will be receiving and filing a report that the Supervisor wrote that will be sent to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (N.R.C.) regarding Indian Point.  The Town is giving suggestions to the N.R.C. about things they have to consider upon decisions to re-license the facility or not.  The number one decision in Supervisor Puglisi opinion is that Indian Point should have a no fly zone.  The F.A.A. is rerouting some of its flight paths and the Supervisor is hoping that air traffic does not become more frequent over Indian Point.  
Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town Board is planning on voting tonight for the Verizon fiber optic services.  There was a public hearing on this subject last month that was closed.  
* * * * * * * * * *
ROLL CALL
On a roll Call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their presence.  
 * * * * * * * * * *  
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Ann Lindau said that is was brought to the Town Board’s attention that some of the art work at the Community Center was defaced.  She said that this is a shame to our community, Town Board and Departments of the Town who have worked very hard to make this a beautiful community.  When someone defaces public property it is a disappointment.  She hopes that people will take pride in their community and realize all of the work that everyone does.  
Councilmember Ann Lindau said that last years Family Fun Day was a big success and hopes that it is better this year.  
* * * * *
Councilmember John Sloan said he noticed in today’s newspaper that the last of the 18 students who were involved in the graduation prank in Montrose (Hendrick Hudson High School) has been decided.  At the time Councilmember Sloan said that he had no opinion with regard to the school district.  He said that he does have strong feelings about the felony charges with the desire to plant a 
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, continued
bomb.  The District Attorney took this amount to time to determine that this was not a felony.  Councilmember Sloan feels that the first charges were way over the top.  He said that after September 11 we have the reasonability to live in a safe environment but not one of paranoia.  If the charges were made to set an example, Councilmember Sloan said that he believes that setting examples have had their day.  Councilmember Sloan said that if similar situation occurs in the future, instead of acting with paranoia it should be with common sense.  
Councilmember Sloan said that he drove by Lake Meahagh and he said that it looks like it is in pretty good shape.  Hopefully the efforts that the Town has taken to improve the lake are working.  

* * * * *
Councilmember Frank Farrell said that the Broadway Streetscape in Verplanck is starting to come along and starting to look attractive.  He said that the sidewalks along Kings Ferry Road are going to make that area whole lot safer,  since the public uses this road for public recreation before there where sidewalks.  It will be more convenient for people to walk along the lake, up to the library and school.  
Councilmember Farrell said that our water supply is purchased from New York City.  The Town built the Jacob’s Hill water tank in case maintenance has to be done on the aqueducts or what have you then this extra water will be available.  This project is finished and is really good work from the Town’s Engineering Department.  

Councilmember Farrell went on to say that the Town has a big interest in what goes on at the V.A. property for many reasons.  The Supervisor mentioned that the veterans of our country be served.  It is disheartening that our country can call on our service men and women to defend our country yet somehow when it becomes time to repay them we as a country seem to fall short.  This is not something particular to our time.  It seems like it has always been this way.  Councilmember Farrell does not understand why the V.A. would be thinking about downsizing the facility at this time.  The discussions about the V.A. have been going on for about eight years now.  The Town has a real interest on what is going to happen at the V.A.  The Town also has an interest in taking over the maintenance of the perimeter road so that the Town could serve the residents of Battery Place and to avoid the construction and expense of a bridge.  Councilmember Farrell does not understand why the Town has not been able to make headway with the bureaucracy in Washington or at the V.A.  Members of the Town Board recently met with the County Executive Andy Spano and members of his staff.  It seems like we share many of the same goals as the county, such as treatment for the veterans, access to the perimeter road and access to some to the facilities that the community could use.  Councilmember Farrell said that he is hopeful that with the county’s input that the Town will be able to get some movement on these issues.  
Councilmember Farrell said that the last item that he wanted to speak about was the public hearing for the stormwater ordinances.  It is important that these be adopted in order to protect the Town’s water supply, the water shed that serves the drinking water for New York City and the Town as well as water sheds of Hollow Brook and Lake Meahagh.  Waste ends up in these bodies of water and it is important to keep our water clean.  The public hearing that is being addressed tonight is about what we can do as a Town.
* * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, continued
Councilmember Cerreto said that last year Patriots Week took place in August.  At the end of September this year is the 200th anniversary.  This event is going to take place during the last weekend of September.
* * * * * * * * * *

 APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 17, 2007 approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion and all voted AYE.   

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered into the Official Public Hearing Minute Book located in the Office of the Office of the Town Clerk.)

The following Public Hearings were conducted individually:

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper. 

Supervisor Puglisi called the Public Hearing to order at 7:55 p.m.

Public Hearing to consider two (2) Stormwater Ordinances; Erosion Control and Illicit Detection and Elimination.  
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said that Councilmember Farrell gave a good summary of this public hearing earlier.  She then asked Ed Vergano the DOTS Director for some more details.  

DOTS Director Ed Vergano said that these two laws will help with current practices of the Town.  The first law is to help avoid spills, for spills that may happen and waste that may get into the water supply.  The second law is to provide for maintenance before and after construction as well as to avoid erosion problems.  
There was no additional discussion.  Councilmember Cerreto moved and Councilmember Lindau second that the Public Hearing be closed. 
Councilmember Cerreto moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Lindau to Close the Hearing at 7:57pm with all voting AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS – AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 
None
* * * * * * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

Councilmember Lindau moved that bids for the following bid reports be received and ordered filed and that resolutions be adopted, as indicated.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion:
RESOLUTION NO. 226-07 - Receive and File Bids opened August 3, 2007 with respect to paving Town roads for 2007; and Award a Contract for same. 
BID REPORTS, (continued) 
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion:  
For the month of June, 2007 from the Water Division of DOTS. 
For the month of July, 2007 from the Office for the Aging, the Purchasing Department, the Receiver of Taxes, the Town Justices and the Town Clerk. 

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved the following documents be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion:
Report from the Town Attorney with respect to a respect to a request for an evergreen tree at the Overlook in Verplanck. 
* *
Reports from DES with respect to the following: 


A.  Third Street in Verplanck and a parking issue. 


B.  Retaining wall on Old Oregon Road. 

C. Footbridge on Lakeview Avenue. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 227-07 - Report from DES with respect to Montrose Station Road; and Authorize Improvements to same. 

* *
Phase I Report from DOTS with respect to Conservation Easements. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 227A-07 - Modifications from DOTS with respect to the proposed side yard setbacks in Commercial Zones; and refer to the Planning Board. 

* *
Letter from William Zutt representing Monteverde with respect to a proposed re-zoning request from the property owner which was denied by the Town Board at the July Town Board Meeting. 
Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town has met with resident of Montrose Station Road a number of times.  Phase I has been completed and the Town will be moving on to Phase II.  
OLD BUSINESS, (continued)
DES Director Kathleen Burleson said that Montrose Station Road is going to have a micro surface treatment.  This road was re-paved in 1998 and is still in good condition.  The road just needs the cracks filled and is going to get a micro surface treatment to make the road more safe.  
DOTS Director Ed Vergano said that the Town was going to look into installing reflectors so that it is easier for drivers to see. 
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS
Councilmember Sloan moved the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted, as indicated, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:
Map, Plan and Report with respect to a request to extend Sewer District #4; and refer to DOTS and the; Legal Department for review. 
* *
Letter from two (2) RESIDENTS OF Quaker Bridge Road with respect to Conservation Easements; and refer to DOTS and the Legal Department. 

* *
Report from the Supervisor with respect to the re-licensing of the Indian Point Facility and send to the NRC. 

There was not discussion and all voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.)

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 228-07 - Appoint Allison Cutignola to the title Intermediate Typist to fill a vacancy in the Town Clerks Office. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 229-07 - Authorize extending the appointment of one summer intern through September.  

* *
RESOLUTOIN NO. 230-07 - Resolution Adopting a Negative Declaration and authorize amending the Flood Plain Local Law. 

* *

LOCAL LAW NO. 11-07 – A Local Law Amending the Flood Plain Law.  

* *
RESOLUTIONS, (continued)
RESOLUTION NO. 231-07 - Resolution Adopting a Negative Declaration and authorize a Franchise Agreement with Verizon. 

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 332-07 - Resolution Adopting a Negative Declaration and authorize a Franchise Agreement with Verizon. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 333-07 - Authorize a Fireworks Permit with respect to Global Land Materials, Inc. for August 25, 2007.

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 334-07 - Authorize various road and Town Park closures and other related activities at the discretion of the Supervisor with respect to Historical Encampment activities the weekend of September 21st to 23rd, 2007.

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 335-07 - Authorize a Professional Service Contract with respect to Construction Inspection Services for 

Route 202/35/Lafayette/Conklin Ave. Project. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 336-07 – Authorize the Supervisor to execute agreements with respect to takings along the Rt. 202/35/Lafayette Corridor.  
* *
REMOVED – Authorize the reconstruction of the Brook Lane Bridge; and Agreement with respect to same.

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 337-07 - Authorize the Purchasing Director to solicit RFP’s with respect to designing and printing a Town Street map. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 338-07 - Authorize assistance seeking grant funds with respect to an historic structure known as St. Peter’s Church.  
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said that any residents in our community that would like more information about Verizon they can call the Supervisor’s office.  She also asked if Verizon had a hotline number that could be provided.  
Supervisor Puglisi said that with regards to the Route 202/Lafayette Corridor that this is a well needed improvement.  The Town is close to awarding a bid and would like to start construction before 2007 ends.  

Supervisor Puglisi also wanted to thank Glenn Bucher who is the Chairperson of the Cable Advisory Board as well as Tom Wood for all of their work on the Verizon franchise.  
RESOLUTIONS, continued
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.   

* * * * *
RESOLUTION NO. 239-07 - Resolution re-affirming the Town Board’s desire for a “no fly” zone over the Indian Point Facility in light of the FAA’s proposal to re-route flights. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 240-07- Authorize a cooperation with Westchester County with respect to the  CARES Report and the VA Campus in Montrose/Cortlandt. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 241-07 - Authorize discussion and potential plans with the Chamber of Commerce with respect to an annual 4th of July Event in the Town of Cortlandt. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 242-07 - Authorize the Comptroller to do the following:
A. Transfer the balance of funds in the Lake Peekskill Capital Project to the Jacobs Hill Water Tank Project Account.  

B.  Appropriate funds from the Consolidated Water District and transfer same to the Jacobs Hill Water Tank Capital Project Account.  
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said she recently spoke to the Director of the Chamber of Commerce.  The Town is looking forward to partnering with the Chamber of Commerce to have a Fourth of July event, which the Town did have with them many years ago.  The Town is looking for a location for this event and volunteers in the community.  
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *

ADDITONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, the communications be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted. 
Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.  

Receive and File:

A Letter from Kevin and Lisa Matz requesting a License Agreement with respect to front entry walls at 8 Red Oaks Lane; and refer to DOTS, DES and the Legal Department. 

Resolutions: 

RESOLUTION NO. 243-07 - Authorize a Resolution in support of the DEP acquiring the Granite Point Property in Somers (a request by Somers). 

* *
ADDITONS to the AGENDA, continued

RESOLUTION NO. 244-07- Authorize a re-design intersection improvement study with respect to the Rt. 6, Baker Street, Town Center area.  

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 245-07 – Authorize the Court Clerk to apply for a 2007 Justice Court Assistance Program Grant.  

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *

BUDGET TRANSFERS

None 
* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 
None
* * * * * * * * * *

SECOND HEARING of CITIZENS

None
* * * * * * * * * *

IN MEMORIAM

Supervisor Puglisi said that this Town Board meeting would be closed in memory of Dorothy Young who served on the Town’s Zoning Board of Appeals for many years during the 1980’s and early 1990’s.  Dorothy Young was also on the Town’s Bicentennial Committee and an active member of the Town’s government and community.  Dorothy Young will truly be missed the Town Condolences go out to her family. 

Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town has just had a sad occasion, a sixteen year old girl named Elizabeth Schatkun (“Beth”) passed away suddenly.  Elizabeth Schatkun went Lakeland High and a Lifeguard for one of the Town pools.  She was beloved by her coworkers and friends.  The Town’s condolences and sadness go out to her family, sibling, friends and colleagues.   
* * * * * * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Cerreto moved the meeting be adjourned at 8:09 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Lindau. 
Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                         JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

                 Town Clerk
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